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expect. Again I call on those in the Senate
who are playing politics with the American

judicial system to stop so that my nominees
receive the up-or-down votes they deserve.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Notice of Intention to
Enter Into a Free Trade Agreement With Costa Rica, El Salvador,

Honduras, Guatemala, and Nicaragua
February 20, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In accordance with section 2105(a)(1)(A)
of the Trade Act of 2002 (the “Trade Act”),
I am pleased to notify the Congress of my
intent to enter into a Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) with the Governments of
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras, Guate-
mala, and Nicaragua (hereinafter “Central
America”).

This agreement will create new opportu-
nities for America’s workers, farmers, busi-
nesses, and consumers by eliminating bar-
riers in trade with Central America. Our
Central American partners have made dra-
matic progress in transitioning from coun-
tries wracked by civil war to peaceful,
democratic societies. This agreement will
write a new page of our history with Cen-
tral America—one that depicts sustained
engagement in support of democracy,
peaceful regional integration, economic op-
portunity, and hope. This agreement is part
of a broader strategy that my Administra-

The President’s Radio Address
February 21, 2004

Good morning. This week, I traveled to
Fort Polk in Louisiana to visit with soldiers
and family members who are giving vital
service in the war on terror. Fort Polk is
home to some of the Army’s oldest and
finest units. Since September the 11th,
2001, Fort Polk has trained and deployed
more than 10,000 troops to fight the ter-
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tion is pursuing to expand economic oppor-
tunities and to promote economic growth
and prosperity. We are also moving forward
with negotiations to integrate the Domini-
can Republic in our FTA with Central
America.

Consistent with the Trade Act, I am
sending this notification at least 90 days
in advance of signing the United States-
Central America FTA. My Administration
looks forward to working with the Congress
to develop appropriate legislation to ap-
prove and implement an historic free trade
agreement with Central America.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. The notice is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

rorist enemy worldwide, including in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. Thanks to their bravery
and skill, America is waging this fight with
focus and determination.

Over the last 29 months, many terrorists
have learned the meaning of justice. Nearly
two-thirds of Al Qaida’s known leaders have
been captured or killed. The terrorists are
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